
The Story Exchange Project                                                                                                                                                                                Lisa Stephenson 2024 

What do children think of learning through Drama Worldbuilding?  
The 8 dispositions for Collective Creativity and Wellbeing are based on research using Drama Worldbuilding across 2 years. 
Disposition are attitudes, mindsets and values. 
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8 Dispositions of wellbeing and collective creativity 
All key words in italics are children’s critical reflections on learning in this way.  

1. Imaginative freedom: Imaginative freedom is the opportunity to create new ideas. Children described this experience through the following 
dispositions: Being someone else and seeing their world (empathy) feeling in the flow and using it (immersion/participation), thinking of different 
things, going elsewhere (multiple possibilities and interpretation), unique expression, freedom to decide, make choices and act on them.  

2. Agency and openness: Agency is our ability and freedom to make choices and act on those choices ethically- it requires openness to new ideas and 
experiences. Children described this experience through the following dispositions: sharing ideas, active listening, active compassion, seeing all 
viewpoints, trying new things. 

3. Self-efficacy and confidence: Self efficacy is our belief in our capacity to act in certain ways to achieve a goal and confidence is our belief that we can 
rely on something. Children described this experience through the following dispositions: sharing ideas, active listening, active compassion, seeing all 
viewpoints, trying new things. 

4. Teamwork and belonging: Belonging is our sense of security, acceptance and affinity with other people and places. Teamwork is an efficient 
collective action made from collective choices. Children described this experience through the following dispositions: seeing multiple viewpoints, 
valuing all ideas, debating, sharing ideas, feeling heard, disagreeing respectfully and solving problems together. 

5. Embodied learning and critical thinking: Embodied learning is holistic engagement through emotional, physical and cognitive meaning making. 
Critical thinking is making rational judgments based on action and reflection. Children described this experience through the following dispositions: 
Learning by doing (active learning), feeling focused, concentrate more, being brave, sharing ideas and imagination, learning more in different ways, 
not being told to be creative (self-autonomous learning), being unique, thinking what happens next, problem solving and fixing stuff. 

6. Possibility and Positivity: Possibility thinking is the willingness to see possibilities everywhere instead of limitations. Children described this 
experience through the following dispositions: figuring things out, taking risks, happiness, confidence, freedom, challenge, experience, uniqueness. 

7. Collective problem-solving and conflict resolution: Collective problem solving involves a common solution, it involves conflict resolution which is the 
process of reaching a consensus to a problem. Children described this experience through following dispositions: testing ideas, feeling heard, 
fighting without fighting, using all ideas, making decisions together- justifying why, negotiation, listening, struggling together, getting on together, 
learning through actions, being who you really are, using your story, being different. 

8. Emotional Inquiry:  Emotional inquiry is the ability to express and understand emotion. Children described this experience through following 
dispositions: enthusiasm, taking risks, participation, not worrying about right and wrong (validation), joy in learning, curiosity, playful, calming down 
(using anger/frustration positively), going somewhere elsewhere where anything can happen, feeling unique. 
 
Find out more here and reference resource as: 
 Stephenson, L., 2023. Collective creativity and wellbeing dispositions: children's perceptions of learning through drama. Thinking Skills and 
Creativity, p.101188. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tsc.2022.101188 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tsc.2022.101188
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Assessing socio-emotional literacy                                                                                       Name:  
 
Date   Disposition Observation Notes  Next Learning Steps  
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Case study:  

 

 


