Learning through Drama Worldbuilding - Narrative planning structure

Story Worlds Ideas Sheet
Descriptions of worlds and call to action for children!

World

Forgotten
Forest

Description ‘

There was once a forest alive with the stories of the people that gathered there. It was a vibrant place, full of light and life. But with time,
as people forgot to gather and share their stories, the light dimmed, the trees grew quiet and stilled and the whole forest became
forgotten. Can you, story searchers find, collect, and retell the fragmented stories?

Concrete Forest

There was once a cold, bleak, stone forest, can you follow the concrete roots and discover the stories they hold? Story searchers started to
paint their stories; can you find more?

There was a time in wild, ancient forests, where stories roamed free, wild and unafraid. If you stand still, can you sense their scent in the

Wild Forest wind? How can we live with things we fear? Can you find stories that have been lost here?

Forest Of Once there was a forest of sounds, where many voices and stories came together in a beautiful harmony but over time the Forest of Voices

Voices became a cacophony of sound, no one was listening anymore. Only the trees were whispering to each other can you find more sound
stories?

Forest Of Light |There was once a forest made of brilliant light and the deepest shadows. It is a place of contrasts made of many different stories. The

And Shadow Forest of tells a story about what happened after the volcano erupted. How did people change? Can you tell these stories?

Water Forest

A long time ago, by a sea far away, there was a forest which held the stories of the people who travelled the oceans, but it flooded as the
people of the land and the people of the sea fought over whose stories were going to be heard. Can you bring new stories to this place?
Can you lift them up from the waves?
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Inquiry Questions for each world

Story
Worlds and
tasks

Forgotten Forest

Map the forest floor,
what do you notice?
What story can you tell?

Overarching questions for each world for children to respond to:

Why do our stories matter?

What can we learn from sharing stories/listening to other people's stories?

CALL TO ACTION: What if, you have found yourself here, in this forest?

Take a look around you.

Maybe you have already explored other forests, maybe this is your first.
Whatever you do, you should try and notice things.

Remember, this is a journey, and you are an explorer. You are a Story Searcher. A hunter/gatherer of stories, and your job is to get to the
final forest, The Story Forest, in time to present what you have found.
Also remember, stories are not just written down.

They are told, sung, drawn, danced, and dreamt. Some stories have no words. You need to collect what you can to protect the Story

World.
Story 1

Questions

What do the ancient creatures who
roamed this forest look like? Can you
tell a story of how they lived side-by-
side with people here? What other
story fragments can you find?

‘ Story 2

Questions:

What happens next in this story? Can
you tell the forgotten ending? What is
the message of the story?

Story 3

Questions:
Who are the people living in the cave?

What does their forgotten village in the woods look
like? Draw their world. Can you tell or draw a story
about how they learned to live together with the
dragon? What sort of qualities would they need to
live together?

Concrete Forest

Map the forest floor,
what do you notice?
What story can you tell?

When did this story start?

What was it like before the concrete
forest?

Look carefully at the pictures on the
concrete walls.

What happened here? What have these stones seen
and heard?

How do we remember things that happened in the
past — both good things and difficult things?
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How can we change the way things
are?

What are the stories we need to
discover once more?

What are these visual stories trying to
remind the people of the concrete
world?

Create your own picture story for the
concrete world

Find a stone. Sit down and hold it. What does your
stone feel like? Is it smooth or jagged? Is it cold? Is it
heavy? What do you think this stone has seen? Write
or draw its story...

Find out more about the Celts and Romans — write or
draw a story that tells us something about their
lives.

Plant a flower to remember all the conflicts that the
earth around us has seen. Think about the ways in
which new life grows.

Ask an adult to light a candle to help us remember
the conflicts that are still happening in the world.
Find a quiet place to think about bringing light into a
place of darkness.

Write a letter from one ghost to the other — what
guestions would they ask? What would they want to
say?

Draw a memorial stone to remember the conflict
between the Romans and the Celts, or to remember
any other conflicts. Write words onto the memorial
stone with your hopes for the future

Wild Forest
Map the forest floor?
What do you notice?

What story can you tell?

Can we live with things we fear?

The Bear. Who is she? What does she
fear?

She knows she has been hunted in
the past. What is she thinking when
she sees us?

Can we live with things we fear?

The Wolf. Who is she? What does she
fear?

She knows she has been hunted in the
past. What is she thinking when she
sees us?

Can an animal feel loneliness? Do animals have
families? What are the creatures saying to each
other?
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And

Can we help the bears to be seen
differently by people?

And

Can we help the wolves to be seen
differently by people?

Forest of Voices

Map the forest floor,
what do you notice?
What story can you tell?

If you were a wanderer, a traveller,
what would you find in the forest?

If the trees could speak, what stories
would they tell us?

How can we give people back their
voices?

Also

e What do you do to
make your voice heard?

e What do you want
people to know?

What can the plants and animals in
the forest of lost voices teach us about
new ways of listening?

Share a plant or animal story that you
discover deep inside the forest?

Who are the mythical spirits of the
forest and what is their purpose?

Who is the child? Where are they from? Why can’t
they speak? Can you record their story?

Forest of Light and
Shadows

Map the forest floor,
what do you notice?
What story can you tell?

If we searched this place- what
creatures would we find?

Can you find new creatures?
What do they look like?

Share your discoveries.

Tell a story about what happened
after the volcano? How did people
change?

What are the rules that we need to
have after the volcano?

How can live side by side with nature
like the people of the ice and fire land?
Draw a picture to show a change we

How do people in this story seek sanctuary in
the wild from the Volcano? Do people work
together in this story to overcome difficulty?
What are the sounds in this story? Tell a story
about the words written on the wisdom tree:
Replenish, Feed, Protect, and Heal. What do they
mean?
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should make and how we can work
together?

Water Forest

Map the forest floor,
what do you notice?
What story can you tell?

Who are the people under the sea?

What does their forgotten city look
like? Draw their world.

Can you tell a story about what
happened when the water people
visited the people of the land?

How are the people under the sea
and the people of the land similar,
how are they different?

And

What sort of qualities would they
need to live together and celebrate
their differences?

What would be the best way for them
to greet each other?

How might they plan for the water
forest to be a place of safety for their
children?

How might they forgive each other for
what happened in the past and what
might they promise to each other for
the future?

What was the world like before the flood? What
messages would we want to leave behind for people
to read in the future? How do we travel the oceans?

Story Forest (returning
to Forgotten Forest-
circular feel)

What would you leave on the pledge
tree after your travels? What have
you learned?

Write down a pledge and placing them
by a tree and saying them?
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\An integrated learning PHSE curriculum Key Stage 2 through Story Making — CURRICULUM MAP FOR TEACHER

\Story World:

Story Stimulus:

Person:

Place:

Problem:

Curriculum Focus

Curriculum links

Overarching Inquiry Questions

Types of Literacies

learning disposition (attitude, value, habits of
imind) — see research section

RSE, relationships

caring and respectful
friendships

e.g Social and Emotional
Physical, Linguistic,
Cognitive

e.g honesty, Negotiation, Participation
Active listening, Balanced decision making,
Conflict Negotiation/ positive action (see
dispositions research)

MENTAL WELLBEING

normal range of emotions,
iscale of emotions, mental
wellbeing part of life.

ISpeaking and listening-
ORACY

Emotional literacy

ISpoken language
Confidence and social skills
Inference

Foundation Subject

Human and Physical
Geography (volcanoes)
History

Ictive Citizenship

Confidence and Responsibility
Active Role

we fear?

e.g. How can we live with the things

Respecting Difference How can we act together in response
to...?
Culturally Relevant Connecting home and school
Learning Understanding myself in
relation to the world
Thinking skills Collaboration Creativity Communication Critical thinking (Inquiring, Exploring, Grappling, critically reflecting)
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Short term Planning sheet for teachers

Theme:
People:
Place:

Problem:

Inquiry Question

Let’s say we are....

Discovery

National Curriculum

Next Steps

Class teacher Invitation Exploration .
lead What is the big question we Sl (see reflections|
(timings) will address? (Prompts and Who are we? What’s happened? What c?re we going to doj(Sticky I-(nowledge) on p2)
. about it? What is the purpose/

sentence starters) Where are we? How has it happened? What is possible...? e e s

Link to When was it? P o g:
PHSE/relationships/literacies|
(oracy)
Session One:

Which drama
strategies will
you use?

Session Two:

Which drama
strategies will
you use?

Lisa Stephenson 2024



